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Georgia
SOURCE: Rules of Georgia Department of Natural Resources, Environmental Protection Division, Chapter
391-3-6, Water Quality Control, revised October 2001:
http://www.dnr.state.ga.us/dnr/environ/rules_files/exist_files/391-3-6.pdf and
http://www.dnr.state.ga.us/dnr/environ

(2) Water Quality Enhancement:
(a) The purposes and intent of the State in establishing Water Quality Standards are to provide

enhancement of water quality and prevention of pollution; to protect the public health or welfare in
accordance with the public interest for drinking water supplies, conservation of fish, wildlife and other
beneficial aquatic life, and agricultural, industrial, recreational, and other reasonable and necessary
uses and to maintain and improve the biological integrity of the waters of the State.

391-3-6.03 Water Use Classifications and Water Quality Standards
(3) Definitions:

(b) "Biological integrity" is functionally defined as the condition of the aquatic community inhabiting least
impaired waterbodies of a specified habitat measured by community structure and function.
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(4) Water Use Classifications. Water use classifications for which the criteria of this Paragraph are
applicable are as follows:
(c) Fishing, Propagation of Fish, Shellfish, Game and Other Aquatic Life
(d) Wild River
(e) Scenic River
(f) Coastal Fishing

(6) Specific Criteria for Classified Water Usage.  In addition to the general criteria, the following criteria are
deemed necessary and shall be required for the specific water usage as shown:
(a) Drinking Water Supplies: Those waters approved as a source for public drinking water systems

permitted or to be permitted by the Environmental Protection Division.  Waters classified for drinking
water supplies will also support the fishing use and any other use requiring water of a lower quality.

(c) Fishing: Propagation of Fish, Shellfish, Game and Other Aquatic Life; secondary contact recreation
in and on the water; or for any other use requiring water of a lower quality.

(d) Wild River: For all waters designated in 391-3-6-.03(13) as “Wild River,” there shall be no alteration
of natural water quality from any source.

(e) Scenic River: For all waters designated in 391-3-6-.03(13) as “Scenic River,” there shall be no
alteration of natural water quality from any source.

(f) Coastal Fishing: This classification will be applicable to specific sites when so designated by the
Environmental Protection Division.  For waters designated as “Coastal Fishing”, site specific criteria
for dissolved oxygen will be assigned and detailed by footnote in Section 391-3-6.03(13), “Specific
Water Use Classifications.”  All other criteria and uses for the fishing use classification will apply for
coastal fishing.

(15)Trout Streams.  Streams designated as Primary Trout Waters are waters supporting a self-sustaining
population of Rainbow, Brown or Brook Trout.  Streams designated as Secondary Trout Streams are
those with no evidence of natural trout reproduction, but are capable of supporting trout throughout the
year...


